
 

  

 

What to do with those holiday gift cards? 
 

 

Greetings! 
What do you do with those gift cards you got over the holidays? 
  
Many people end up never using the cards, but I thought I would put together a few security-related 
gift ideas to consider for myself and thought I might share my wish list with you.  
  
When I started looking online for ideas, I was amazed at how many different types of alarm systems 
and security devices are on the market today.  I didn't personally try all of these so I'm not doing 
any  

product endorsement here, but once I started looking I 
thought I provide my readers with a snapshot of the range 
of possibilities.  I looked for those with the highest 5-star 
ratings.  
  
With technological advances, I think there will continue to 
be new innovations out there to choose from to keep you 
and your family safe.  However, I do have to keep in mind 
that the "connected world" can bring its own security 
issues.    
  
So, I'm still deciding how to spend my gift cards.  Let me 

know if you've used any of these and what you thought of them. Also, feel free to send along any 
other ideas for me or my readers to consider. 
 
I've still got those gift cards burning a hole in my pocket! 
  
Be safe in 2018, 
Aaron 

  
  
Some Personal Security Devices on the Market Today 

 Inexpensive iOT Devices makes it possible to create your own Do-It-
Yourself Security System like never before.  There are several options 
on Amazon.  For less than $170 you can purchase the Nest Cam Outdoor Security Camera 
which works with Amazon Alexa.  It provides 24x7 live video with a 130-degree, wide-angle 
view and all-glass lens that lets you look after  your home in 1080p HD, day and 
night.  When Nest Cam Outdoor detects activity, it can send a phone alert or email with a 
photo of the event.  It has a built-in speaker and microph one and lets you talk and listen 
through the app.  Installation is simple and do-it-yourself. You just plug it into an outdoor 
outlet, mount the camera and go.  It does require a monthly subscription to access the full 
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suite of features, however. 

 Amazon Key allows you to give temporary access to your home to delivery drivers, family, 
friends, the dog walker, or the house cleaner without leaving a key under the mat.  The in-
home kit features the Amazon Cloud Cam (Key Edition) indoor security system and an 
Amazon Key-compatible smart lock. 

 EMDMAK Door Stop Alarm is a simple and very inexpensive device that doesn't require 
you to be technology savvy.  This door stop has a 120dB alarm, and can be used at home 
or wherever you travel. If the door is moved, the door stop gives off a very loud sound.  It's 
powered by a 9V battery.  No installation required.  Simply place the alarm behind any door 
you want to "watch."  Its high damping rubber bearing can prevent the door sliding and 
prevent the bad guys from coming in. 

 Ring is a video doorbell that not only lets you monitor your entrance way, but also allows 
you to interact with people who come to your door, even when you're away.  The person at 
the door doesn't know you aren't at home.  You simply connect with your smart device.  

 Smart bulbs for your lights are a great choice, especially in the darker winter season. 
These light bulbs connect to wifi and allow you to control color and brightness from your 
smartphone so you can turn on your lights before you enter your house when you've been 
away 

 The Package Guard is a great option if you do a lot of online shopping.  Package theft is 
increasing, especially in urban areas.  Package Guard sends notifications the moment a 
delivery driver places a package at your doorstep so you know when it's arrived. It also 
alerts you and an invite-only group of family or neighbors while setting off an alarm if the 
package is removed. 

 Canary All-in-One Home Security Device:  If you don't want to take the time to purchase, 
install and set up multiple security devices to monitor the environment, you can use an all-
in-one solution like the Canary device.  It includes a video camera, motion sensor, and it 
monitors temperature and air quality.  Canary sends alerts to your smartphone and doesn't 
require a monthly contract, unlike some other services that have the same features.  Stream 
real-time video of your home with Canary's 1080p HD camera which has a 147-degree, 
wide-angle lens, automatic night vision, and high quality video.  You also receive instant 
video alerts on your iOS or Android device.  No installation, contracts, or monthly fees 
required.  Plug in Canary, connect to the Internet and you're ready to go.  Free secure cloud 
storage included. 

 "No Place to Hide: Edward Snowden, the NSA and the US Surveillance State" by 
Glenn Greenwald, star of Citizenfour, the Academy Award-winning documentary on Edward 
Snowden.  If you are a reader, this is an intriguing story of the now famous Edward 
Snowden and the NSA.  In May 2013, Glenn Greenwald set out for Hong Kong to meet an 
anonymous source who claimed to have astonishing evidence of pervasive government 
spying and insisted on communicating only through heavily encrypted channels.  That 
source turned out to be the twenty-nine-year-old NSA contractor Edward Snowden.  His 
revelations about the agency's widespread, systematic over-reach proved to be some of the 
most explosive and consequential news in recent history, triggering a fierce debate over 
national security and information privacy.  Greenwald not only recounts his high-intensity 
eleven-day trip to Hong Kong but also examines the broader implications of the surveillance 
detailed in reporting for the Guardian.   

 Finally, any list wouldn't be complete without our favorite home security system and 
best friend: the noble canine. Dogs are one of the oldest security systems and certainly 
the cutest. Unlike technological devices, dogs can act autonomously and are fiercely 
loyal. We already have this covered but I couldn't leave a list like this without mentioning 
them. 
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