
 

  

 

Protection from Eco-Terrorists 
 

 

Greetings!  
Loggers routinely operate in remote locations that are difficult to monitor, giving potential thieves the 
perception that the theft is low risk. Loggers should change that perception. 
More recently, there have been indications that there is yet another risk to fuel and logging equipment. 
You may have heard about the logger who was recently vandalized in Isle of Wight County Virginia.  A note 
was left on the equipment that stated: "Your destruction of habitat will no longer be tolerated..this is only 
the beginning. ELF".  Now, that note could be a deliberate attempt to mislead local law enforcement during 
their investigation,however, on the chance this is not a "fake lead", I thought a brief refresher may be in 
order.  

  The Earth Liberation Front (ELF), also known as "Elves" 
or "the Elves", is the collective name for the single 
individuals or covert cells who, according to the ELF Press 
Office, use the "economic sabotage and guerrilla warfare 
to stop the "exploitation and destruction of the 
environment."     
  
Although clearly loggers must be on the alert for 
equipment and fuel theft any time they leave a work site 
in the evening, these types of eco-terrorist groups don't 
look to steal your property: they would rather destroy 
property to send a threatening message and stop the 
operation altogether.    

  
Keep in mind that these eco-terrorist groups are not typical environmentalist.  In some respects, we live in a 
golden age of ecological awareness.  More Americans identify themselves as environmentalist now than at 
any time in the nations history.  Recycling programs, certification programs and Organic grocers of all kinds 
thrive.    
ELF members see themselves as in a war.  They have crossed the boundary between peaceful tree-sitter to 
violent fire bomber.  The American version of the E.L.F. announced its existence to the forestry community in 
October 1996 by torching a United States Forest Service ranger station in Oregon.  A few months later, the 
group declared its alliance with the A.L.F. (the Animal Liberation Front) which had been attacking mink farms 
and research laboratories since the early 1980's.  "Leave the Forests alone," warned one communique, "and 
no one gets hurt." 
According to Wikipedia, the ELF was founded in Brighton in the United Kingdom in 1992 and spread to the 
rest of the Europe by 1994.  It is now an international organization with actions reported in 17 
countries.  The organization utilizes a leaderless resistance model, whose members are dedicated to taking 
the profit motive our of a environmental related enterprises by causing damage to property and 
subsequently economic loss.    
The ELF was classified as the top "domestic terror" threat in the United States by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in March 2001, and its member classified as eco-terrorists.  The name came to public 
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prominence when ther were featured on the television show 60 Minutes in 2005.  The group further 
highlighted in the 2011 Academy Award nominated documentary If a Tree Falls: s Story of the Earth 
Liberation Front.    
  
In the United States, the Earth Liberation Front was active mainly out west, but a few incidences in 
Tennessee also occurred in the mid-1990's.  This latest incident was reported in Virginia and while this 
vandalism was focused on a logger, keep in mind past action of ELF targeted companies of all stripes.  The 
steps you would take to protect against eco-terrorists are similar to protecting your property from ordinary 
thieves.  Loggers can take some very important steps to protect themselves.    
RECOMMENDATIONS 
It is recommended that organizations with exposure to the risks of sabotage, equipment theft or fuel theft 
should develop a security plan which implements daily defensive measures using some or all of the 
recommendations listed below:    

 Securely lock equipment cab doors and provide locks for service access doors, fuel tanks, and 
master switches. 

 Block vehicle access and prevent driving to within close proximity of equipment.  Use gates when 
possible or use barriers of cut trees to block roads.   

 In the case of a fuel trailer, consider pulling it out of the woods during off hours.  If that is not 
feasible, then remove the pumping mechanism and security the trailer to a stationary object.   

 When possible, leave equipment near the homes of friendly neighbors who are willing to observe 
the machines periodically.  Do not park equipment unobserved next to public roads.  Rather leave 
the equipment as far back in the woods as possible and avoid parking two or three machines 
together in one place.    

 Install surveillance cameras to record all visitors to the site and post signs at the entrance to the job 
stating that the premises are under surveillance.  The signs should read "Surveillance underway-
internet connected." 

 Installation of motion activated lights on the job site as well as motion activated alarms on 
equipment would warn if equipment is being abused and could also be a good deterrent. 

 In areas known to be "trouble spots" consider hiring a local person to serve as night watchman who 
can patrol the are at night (preferably a retired or off-duty law enforcement officer).   

 Talk with neighbors, hunt clubs, game wardens and deputies about the potential problem.  If the 
situation warrants, camp out on the site.   

 Notify the local sheriff's office since they may be able to patrol the area more often if they know to 
expect trouble.  They may even use the situation to increase surveillance, hoping to catch a habitual 
offender in the act of committing a crime. 
  
 
  

Warmly,   
Aaron  
  
 
  

 



 
Hot off the press!! This article came out today, January 25, 2019, from the Virginia Forestry 

Association in their newsletter, the VFA Voice. It not only validates the incident but also shows 
law enforcement is looking into the connection with the ELF. 

 
Alert - Logging Equipment Vandalism Incident:  Earlier this month a VFA member came across 
vandalized logging equipment on property being harvested in Southampton County.  Attached to the 
equipment was a note from the Earth Liberation Front (ELF), a domestic terrorist group, that said the 
following:  "the destruction of habitat will not be tolerated -- there will be more to come."  Local sheriffs 
and law enforcement are investigating the legitimacy of ELF's involvement.  If valid, federal law 
enforcement and security will be contacted to further investigate and get involved with the issue.     
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